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Scheme used for classification of the evidence

M  Meta-analysis; use of statisitical methods to
combine results from clinical trials
Randomized controlled trials; also known as
experimental studies

Retrospective analyses; also known as case-

control studies

Ra

Re

F  Prospective study; also known as cohort
sttuides, including historical or prospective
follow-up studies

X Cross-sectional survey; also known as pre-
valence studies

Pr  Previeous review or position statements

C Clinical interventions (nonrandomized)
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